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Airy Garrigosa Recipient of 2012 JMIC Unity Award

Airy Garrigosa, until very recently Director of the Barcelona Convention Bureau and serving as ECM Board
member received the best recognition in the Meetings Industry.

Joint Meetings Industry Council (JMIC) President Philippe Fournier has announced
the winner of the 2012 JMIC Unity Award as Airy Garrigosa who formally received the
award at the IMEX Awards Banquet in Frankfurt, Germany on May 23.

In making the Award, Fournier said “JMIC as an organization is devoted to creating
stronger relationships within our industry and promoting greater awareness of the
values we represent. Airy is an individual that has for many years represented the
kinds of qualities and activities that support industry growth and professionalism,
and it therefore gives me great pleasure to be making this highly respected award to

her in recognition of her accomplishments”.

Airy Garrigosa also had a leading role within European Cities Marketing, being an active ECM member since
2007 and the creation of ECM through the merger of the former European Federation of Conference Towns
(EFCT) and European Cities (ECT) organisations. Dieter Hardt-Stremayr, ECM President, said: “Airy’s
involvement in the Board since 2007 has always been very valuable and her contribution to the association is
second to none through the setting up of a variety of convention events and workshops, such as Mercado or
Meet Europe. Airy was truly the initiator of expanding ECM activities outside Europe and to the USA as a first
start.”

Airy spent the first twelve years of her career in the hotel industry and moved into the meetings sector with an
appointment to start up what was at the time the first convention bureau in Spain. She subsequently
developed her knowledge of the conference business to the extent that she became a leading authority on this
subject and was able to share this through lectures around the world. In the course of this activity she also
helped to establish numerous other convention bureaus both in Spain and other countries as well. At the same
time, she also served in many different Industry Associations, including ICCA, ECM, MPI and SITE where she
made an ongoing contribution to industry development.

The Unity Award is made annually to an individual who represents the best qualities of Meetings Industry
Leadership and who has devoted major efforts to creating stronger relationships and a greater cohesion for the
industry. Award criteria evaluate industry leadership and initiative both in a candidate's own professional
conduct and the efforts they put into industry-building through association, education and professional
development activities.



About European Cities Marketing

European Cities Marketing improves the competitiveness and performance of leading cities of Europe by providing a
platform for convention, leisure and city marketing professionals to exchange knowledge, best practice and widen their
network to build new business. European Cities Marketing is promoting and linking the interests of more than 120
members from more than 100 major cities in 32 countries.
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About JMIC

JMIC — the Joint Meetings Industry Council — was established in 1978 as a vehicle for creating a forum for the exchange of
information and perspectives amongst international associations engaged in various aspects of the Meetings Industry. It is
dedicated to building awareness of the Meetings Industry and the value it delivers in supporting global economic,
professional and organizational development.

JMIC supports industry networking, awards and advocacy programs, and is currently expanding its activities in the areas of
information exchange, industry messaging and the development of a collective voice to advance key issues and values. Its
programs are supported by partners IMEX and Reed Travel Exhibitions, who are working actively with the Council to help it
achieve its goals.

JMIC members include:

AACVB (the Asian Association of Convention and Visitor Bureaus);

AIPC (the International Association of Congress Centres);

COCAL (the Latin American Confederation of PCO and Related Companies);
DMAI (Destination Marketing Association International);

ECM (European Cities Marketing);

EFAPCO (the European Federation of Associations of Professional Congress Organizers);
EVVC (the European Association of Event Centres);

IAPCO (the International Association of Professional Congress Organizers);
ICCA (the International Congress and Convention Association);

IAEE (the International Association of Exhibitions and Events)

MPI (Meeting Professionals International);

PCMA (the Professional Convention Association Management Association);
SITE (the Society of Incentive & Travel Executives) and

UFI (the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry).

JMIC is also supported by the CIC (Convention Industry Council).
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